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DETAILED ACTION 
Election 

1. Applicant's election filed on 8/10/07 is acknowledged. Claims 1-5 and 13-20 are 
examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Bach et al. (6,780,046). 

Bach et al., figures 1 and 2a show a foil holder (11) for fixing an electrical 
connector (not labeled) to a foil cable (1b) comprising at least one conductive line (not 
labeled), the foil holder being configured such that a contact housing (a FIGURE A 
below), which comprises at least one contact element (5) for electrically contacting the 
conductive line (figure 1), may be assembled on the foil holder such that the contact 
element abuts the conductive line in a contact region. 

Regarding claim 2, at least one aperture (an opening between 8a, figure 2a), 
through which the conductive line may be contacted by the at least one contact 
element. 
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Regarding claim 3, the foil holder comprises two half-shells (8a and 8b, figure 
2a), between which the foil cable may be at least partially received. 

Regarding claim 4, the two half-shells of the foil holder are connected by a hinge 
connection (at 1 1 , figure 2a), such that the two half-shells may be folded in order to fit 
together. 

Regarding claim 5, the hinge connection has an axis of rotation that extends in 
the direction of the longitudinal axis of the foil cable. 

Regarding claims 13-16, the features in the method claims are identical to those 
in the apparatus claims; therefore, the method for assembling an electrical component 
on a foil cable alone is not a patentable feature. 



FIGURE A 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hudson, Jr. etal. (4,068,912). 

Regarding claim 17, Hudson, Jr. et al M figures 1 and 3 show a foil holder (14) for 
fixing an electrical connector (10) to a foil cable (16) comprising at least one conductive 
line (18), the foil holder comprising: 

two half-shells (24 and 26), between which the foil cable may be at least partially 
received; 

at least one aperture (38), through which the conductive line may be contacted 
by at least one contact element (12); 

assembly recesses (52) located along sides of the two half shells for receiving, in 
a pre-assembled position, respective projections (78) of a retaining clip (76) formed on a 
contact housing of the electrical connector, the contact housing being movable from the 
pre-assembled position into the final, assembled position, in a direction parallel to a 
plane defined by the foil cable. 

Regarding claim 18, wherein the contact housing, which comprises the at least 
one contact element for electrically contacting the conductive line, may be assembled 
on the foil holder such that the contact element abuts the conductive line in a contact 
region. 
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Regarding claim 19, a hinge connection (28) between the two half-shells, such 

that the two half-shells may be folded in order to fit together. 

Regarding claim 20, the hinge connection has an axis of rotation that extends in 
the direction of the longitudinal axis of the foil cable. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh-Tarn T. Le whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2094. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

6. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Thanh-Tarn T. Le 
Primary Examiner 
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